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etc. Excerpt: . . . community groups, and the general public. This is accom-OPPORTUNITIES IN THE PLANNING
plished through a proactive public participation process PROCESS conducted by the MPO in coordination with
the State DOT, Various stages in the transportation planning process transit operators, and local jurisdictions.
Because of the afford opportunities to ensure collaboration between resources and the emphasis typically
placed on getting all planners and operators and to incorporate management stakeholders to the table,
outreach oriented toward public and operations strategies into the decisionmaking process. safety and
transportation operations stakeholders can be These stages are summarized in Exhibit 2, along with
particularly effective at this stage. examples of opportunities for operations coordination. This section
summarizes opportunities in each of these stages. The interagency and inter-jurisdictional collaboration that is
part of the regional planning process is critical for effective regional transportation management, and makes
Identify and Engage Stakeholders the process an important forum for addressing regional operations
concerns. Through specific committees and The MPO serves as the regional agency coordinating task forces,
the MPO can facilitate discussions between transportation planning and programming among the State
planners and operators, including public safety managers, and local agencies and individual jurisdictions. The
freight stakeholders, and other operations stakeholders. regional transportation planning process is designed
to foster involvement by all interested parties, such as the business community, environmental organizations,
Exhibit 2: Examples of Opportunities to Coordinate M and O in the Planning Process . . . This item ships from La
Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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