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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1792 edition. Excerpt: .forty and fiAy thousand. I now come to remark on the
remaining part of the quotation I hare made from Mr. Burke. If, says he, such writing shall be thought to
deserve any othet refutation than that of criminal justice. Pardoning the pun, it must be criminal justice indeed
that should condemn a work as a substitute for not being able to refute it. The greatest condemnation that
could be passed upon it would be a refutation. But in proceeding by the method Mr. Burke alludes to, the
condemnation would, in the final event, pass upon the criminality of the process and not upon the work, and in
this case, I had rather bo the author, than be either the judge or the jury that should condemn it. But to come at
once to the point. I have diDered li-om some professional gentlemen on the subject of prosecutions, and 1 since
find they are falling into my opinion, which L will here state as fully, but as concisely as I can. I will first put a
case with respect to any law, and then compare it with a government, or with what in England is, or has been,
called a contitution. 81 It would be an act of despotism, or what in England is called arbitrary power, to make a
law to prohibit investigating the principles, good or bad, on which such a law, or any other, is founded. If a law
be had,...
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