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THE LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS DEBATE. The First Meeting At
Ottawa, Illinois. August 21, 1858. [In his opening speech, Judge
Douglas formulated the direct charge of a conspiracy created in
1854, between Mr. Lincoln and Judge Lyman Trumbull and their
followers, to dissolve the old national Whig and Democratic
parties, and to form out of the materials a new sectional,
Abolition party, which should reward both the leaders by an
election to the Senate of the United States. He said that their
platform was adopted in a convention held at Springfield in
October, 1854, some resolutions of which he read. He concluded
as follows: ] . . I believe that this new doctrine preached by Mr.
Lincoln and his party will dissolve the Union if it succeeds. They
are trying to array all the Northern States in one body against
the South; to excite...
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