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December, 1870 Postponing, therefore, to some future opportunity the task of criticising a device which we
must confess seems to us to be little better than a makeshift, we proceed at once to ask the questions, Is the
Army Enlistment Act a measure sound in principle? is it wise in execution? is it consonant with the usages of the
British army? and if, in any of these respects, it be defective, how best may the deficiencies be made good? Our
readers will, of course, take for what they are worth the answers which we give to these questions; and if here
and there what we put on record now seems to be at variance with certain opinions that were expressed in
these pages by another writer not very long ago, they will farther bear in mind that the subject is a large one,
and that only the individual who undertakes to discuss it can be held responsible for the soundness or
unsoundness of his views. Reversing the order in which our questions are put, we shall begin by trying to
determine whether enlistment for short service, which is the keystone of the arch in our present policy, be at
variance or in unison with the usages of the British army. And as that point can be settled only after
ascertaining what the practice has heretofore been, the best mode of clearing the way to a solution of the
problem seems to be to sketch rapidly, but as lucidly as we can, the customs which have from time to time
prevailed in raising soldiers for the service of the...
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