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illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: . . . were approved. From His Honor, A. A. Ames, Mayor--Minneapolis, June 14th, 1901.
To the Honorable City Council: Gentlemen--I hereby return to Your Honorable Body the contract for six
thousand (6, 000) cubic yards of crushed slate, between M. Ring and Co. , and the City of Minneapolis, involving
an expenditure on the part of the City of Eighteen Thousand (18, 000) Dollars, without my approval. I withhold
my approval of the contract because: First, no provision has been made for using the amount of material
called for in the contract. I believe my approval of the contract would involve the City in an unnecessary and
useless expenditure of public funds. Your Honorable Body has not made provision for the use of 6, 000 cubic
yards of crushed slate, and as far as I known, It is not contemplated that that amount shall be used this year. In
other words the proper execution of of the contract would leave in the hands of the City considerable material
whicti would have to be properly housed and taken care of until some provision should be made in the future
for Its use. This would work a positive hardship and loss to the City. Secondly, the paving fund has been entirely
absorbed. Contracts have been awarded and material ordered in excess of the fund devoted to paving and I do
not believe a further deficit, especially under the above conditions, should be created. Very respectfully, Your
obedient servant, A. A....
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