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illustrated. 1863 Excerpt: . . . portion which should first pass the creek. The movement began at daybreak.
Nixons brigade had already crossed the creek, and Gen. Glover was upon the point of following him, when, as
he entered the water, he saw a British soldier crossing whom he called and examined. The soldier claimed to be
a deserter. Glover asked him about Burgoynes army. The soldier answered It is encamped the same as days
past. Glover told him If you are found attempting to deceive me, you shall be hung in half an hour; but if you
speak nothing but the truth you shall be protected and meet with good usage. He then asked him Have not
numbers been sent off to Fort Edward The deserter replied, A small detachment was sent off a day or two ago,
but are returned on finding the passes occupied by the Americans, and the whole army is now in camp. Glover,
though the junior officer to Nixon, sent off immediately to him to desist and recross the creek; and at the same
time dispatched his aid-de-camp, with the deserter behind him on horseback to Gates; who having examined
the soldier, hurried away the aid-decamp, adjutant-general and others, to countermand the former orders and
prevent the attack. Glovers message was received by Nixon in the critical moment; a quarter of an hour later
would probably have proved fatal to his whole brigade, and given a turn to affairs in favor of the royal army
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