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Biographical Notices of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence; Sketches of the Most Remarkable
Events in the History of the Country In writing the Lives of the Presidents of the United States, it has been difficult
to preserve the strict impartiality which the nature of the work requires, and avoid running either into eulogy or
abuse. The circumstances of their administration are so recent, that one who has lived through the greater
portion of them, and entered into all the excited feelings of party strife, can hardly be supposed capable of
divesting himself of prejudices, and passions, however much he may desire to be an honest chronicler of the
times. We can only say, that it has been our sincere aim and endeavor to see near events with the eye of a
distant spectator, and to anticipate the dispassionate judgment which posterity will pass upon the great men
who have administered our Government. The affairs of the last twenty years are yet hardly ripe for the
biographer, and the materials for their history are scattered in various directions, and to be drawn from many
different sources. That all those sources should be pure, is more than can be expected; but we have uniformly
endeavored to resort only to those least exposed to suspicion. For the materials of our work, we owe much
obligation to many distinguished writers. To the Lives of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence, by a
gentleman who has done a great deal for the illustration of American history, we have been much indebted in
the course of the volume, and...
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