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politic and among the press. The Vietnam case, most often portrayed as devoid of military press control, can be
seen as an exception, rather than the rule. Further, the Sidle Commission as well as the experiences in Grenada
in 1983 and Panama in 1989 reflect a backlash against the press policy of the Vietnam War. A close examination
of USCENTCOM s public aLairs guidance suggests that the makers of DOD and theater press policy fully
understand the need to avoid the perceived mistakes of Vietnam as well as the requirement to argue the
military s case in a forceful and persuasive manner. The public backlash against the electronic media in the
Gulf War, coupled with the general aLection felt in American hearts and minds for the professional military,
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