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villages, in a great measure, afford but few circumstances
sufficiently important for historical compilation: indeed, general
interest cannot be excited by occurrences of a purely local
character; and, therefore, all histories of small places, divested
of imaginary incidents, must be strictly confined to the notice of
their respective inhabitants. A well-written history of Eyam, a
sequestered village in the Peak, would, however, be well worthy
of public perusal: this little mountain city being overshadowed
by the spirit of old - hallowed by the ever-present shades of the
greatest of moral heroes - encircled with an enduring and a
dazzling halo of genius, must ever render it a place of sleep,
general, and intense interest. The awful circumstance connected
with the local history of this romantic village - its desolation by
the plague A.D. 1666, - has, from its occurrence, strongly elicited
the attention and notice of a great portion of the...
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